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ONCE UPON A TIME, 
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Y L BROUGHT YOU SOME HERBAL 
TEA AND HOT BROTH-- MY MOM‘S 
RECIPE, THE CHEYENNE EGUIVA- 
HOW ARE YOU LENT OF CHICKEN SOUP. 
FEELING THIS 
MORNING 2 SHE SWEARS BY 
IT, GUARANTEES 
IT'LL CURE 
ANYTHING. 
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CURSE YOU, “ I WON'T LET YOU DIE, NO 
WOMAN! (4 MATTER HOW MUCH YOU 


THINK YOU WANT IT! 
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FORCE YOU EVERY 
BLOODY STEP OF 
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I'M DOING A WONDERFUL I'VE HURT 
JOB SO FAR. MY PATIENT HER SO MUCH 
DOESN‘T RESPOND TO ALREADY, 
THERAPY OR TENDER- WHAT'S A 
LOVING- CARE. NO LITTLE MORE 
PROBLEM -- MATTER 2 


QO) NEXT STEP IN HUMANITY’S 
EVOLUTION, BORN WITH 
EXTRAORDINARY POWERS 

ICKY US. 


I'M THE MAKER. 

I BUILD THINGS-- 
LIKE THIS HOLOGRAPHIC 

DISPLAY SYSTEM. 
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“THE 
PERSONIFICATION 
OF LIFE ITSELF. 


|. THAT'S OVER-- © SHE WAS LEADER OF THE X-/MEN, A BAND 
OF OUTLAW MUTANT SUPER-HEROES. 
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A_FEDERAL STRIKE FORCE 
WAS AFTER ONE OF THEIR MEMBERS, 
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YRICH APON WAS. 
DESIGNED BY ME TO NEUTRALIZE 
THE ENHANCED ABILITIES OF ITS 
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RE- 
MOVE THOSE SUPER-POWERS 
NENTLY. 
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“... AS I DID, THAT NIGHT IN ‘NAM 
WHEN I REACHED INTO THE LOWEST 
PIT OF HELL FOR MY SALVATION. 
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A KINDNESS, Es MA | GIFTED YOUNGSTERS -- 
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I'VE TRIED 
MY BEST, 
NIGHT- 

CRAWLER-- 
CEREBRO HAS 
AMPLIFIED MY 
PSI-SCAN TO 

ITS FULLEST 

EXTENT-- 


-- BUT I 
CANNOT 
FIND HER. 


I SHOULD, ESPECIALLY ONE OF YOU X-MEN, BUT I'VE SENSED 
OM STORM SINCE I WAS STRUCK DOWN BY THAT 
OF PAIN-- A MENTAL SHRIEK OF PUREST AGONY} 
-- THROUGH THE PSIONIC RAPPORT I SHARE WITH YOU ALL. 


PSYCHIC TRAUMA WAS 
SO INTENSE, IT RENDERED | 
ME UNCONSCIOUS 

A_DAY, AND 
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I WISH, MY FRIEND, 
1 COULD SAY NO. g ( 
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HENRY GYRICH AND 

HIS TEAM HAVE BEEN 

SEARCHING THE RIVER, 

DOWNSTREAM 

FROM WHERE SHE 
LANDED 


WHAT BROUGHT THE TWO OF YOU 
TOGETHER, ANYWAY ? SHE'S A 
CROOK, PART OF THE BROTHER- 
HOOD OF EVIL MUTANTS. 
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Pe SUCCESS. 
SHE EITHER 


| DROWNED OR [© 


ESCAPED. 


BESIDES, SHE G 
AND I HAVE 


ROGUE ISA ¥ 
RESOURCEFUL 
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Wf WHEN 1 WAS HALF < 
HER AGE, I WAS THE J 
BEST PICKPOCKET 
AND THIEF IN 


YOU CERTAINLY 
HAVEN'T LOST 
YOUR TOUCH. 
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I SUPPOSE 
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A BIT... 
UNNERVING. 


q 
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NAY } TO SEE THE STORM 
\ : TO KNOW [T WAS 


WEATHER \\ 4 

FORECAST Ny RESONATING 
1S THUNDER - ee \ \ WITHIN ME. 

STORMS. ' 
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I COULD HAVE , 
NUDGED IT ASIDE. 
OR _GENTLED [TS 
FURY. I COULD HAVE 
MADE ITS THUNDER 
AND LIGHTNING 
MY OWN. 


YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND-- 
HOW COULD YOU 7! 


I COULD FLY! 1 WAS ONE 
WITH ALL CREATION! 
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AND NOW YOU'VE 
GOT TO WALK, LIK 
EVERYBODY ELSE. 
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THIS IS NOT LIFE, 
FORGE, MERELY 
EXISTENCE-- A SHADOW 
OF WHAT WAS. TO 
BELIEVE OTHERWISE IS 
BUT THE CRUELEST 

OF DECEPTIONS. 
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MISTAKES THE SHRINKS 
MADE WITH ME-- 
YOU'D THINK I’D 
KNOW BETTER. 


I WONDER IF IT WAS SUCH A 
SMART MOVE, LEAVING HER ALONE \ ag 
UPSTAIRS. THE PENTHOUSE IS FIVE 
€& Say STORIES TALL -- ORORO COULD 
END ALL HER TROUBLES BY 

STEPPING OFF ONE OF THE 
HIGH PLATFORMS. 
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‘SEE, ORORO, 
O UNDERSTAND. 
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I CAN MANAGE, 
PRACTICE. 


I'VE 
CERTAINLY 
GOTTEN 

ENOUGH 
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LEMME CATCH MY 
BREATH -- 
YOU SHOULD LET PEOPLE 
HEAR !T MORE OFTEN 
THANKS 


HURRY UP, 
SLOW- 
COACH ! 


iF NOT FOR MY OWN... KNACK AT \ «BUT I'M A LOT LUCKIER 
INVENTING, I'D BE HOBBLING ABOUT \Y THAN MOST. TOO MANY 
ON A STEEL PIN AND WEARING A HOOK | 
WHERE MY RIGHT HAND USED TO BE. 
I DIDN’T BELIEVE IT AT 

THE TIME... 


I GOT 
TOO CLOSE 
TOA 

WHAT. BOMB... 
HAPPENED? 


«OR MAYBE, NOT CLOSE 
ENOUGH -- DEPENDS ON 
YOUR POINT OF VIEW. 


AT THE TIME, I 
WANTED TO DIE-- 
I WAS PRETTY 
DETERMINED, TOO. 
I TRIED TO DO THE 

JOB MYSELF. 


NO LUCK, 


WITH LIFE, THERE ARE ALWAYS 
OPTIONS, POSSIBILITIES-- HOPE. 
YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT'LL 
HAPPEN NEXT-- FOR 
BETTER OR WORSE. 


DEATH MAY BE» 
CERTAIN, BUT IT'S 
ALSO FINAL. ONCE 
DONE, IT'S DONE -- 
THERE'RE NO SECOND 


YET YOU 


THE SAME 
ESCAPE . 


THOUGHTS, NO 
GOING BACK. 


I THOUGHT THAT WAS 
WHAT I WANTED. I'M 
LEARNING DIFFERENTLY. 5 YOU'RE 


MY BODY AUTOMATICALLY AS YOU SAY, I 
COMPENSATED FOR THE HAVE BECOME 
ENVIRONMENT-- KEEPING “JUST PLAIN 
ME WARM JIN THE ARCTIC FOLKS. “ 
OR DELICIOUSLY COOL 
IN THE JUNGLE. 
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IT WAS 
SOMETHING 
I ALWAYS 
TOOK FOR 
GRANTED. 


U7 I] CALDECOTT COUNTY, WELCOME BACK, 
MISSISSIPPI... ES Dr. COOPER. HOW 


- a WAS WASHINGTON? 4 = 
YE LOUSY, PHIL. 
= EVIDENTLY, STORM 
UNLEASHED SO MUCH = 
fi 


THE CIRCUMSTANCES, 
I DOUBT FORGE’LL 
LOAN US HIS. 


YOU DON'T WANT 10 
[ KNOW. YOUR DAY ANY BETTER? Jose 


GYRICH SAID Mr. TACT STRIKES 
WE'VE LOST ROGUE. HE'D DEAL AGAIN, FORGE’LL 
THERE ARE JUST TOO LOVE THAT £ 
MANY PLACES ALONG : 
THE RIVER TO HIDE -- 
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OUR NET‘S SPREAD 
TOO THIN. 
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SEE YOU IN WORD IS, FORGE ... ONLY MADE TOO BAD. I 
q PROTESTED TO THE LIKED HER. 
PRESIDENT HIMSELF. ‘ 2 ‘ 


POOR VAL-- SHE 
SAW THIS ASSIGN- 
MENT AS HER BIG 
CHANCE. INSTEAD, 
ITLL PROBABLY 
FINISH HER CAREER . 


FROM HOME-- 
AN‘ HER -- 


WAY TOO MUCH 
LATELY... gs 


YOUR 
HUMAN FORM 


MISSION 1S 
ACCOMPLISHED. 


ie . GIVE ITA q Z 
REST, WILL YOU-- q 
I'M COMINGS 


FOR PETE'S 
SAKES?! J: 


THAT WON'T BE 
NECESSARY. 
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YOU WILL BE 

BEYOND ALL 
EARTHLY 
CONCERNS. 


YOU'VE SHOWN 
SUCH ISTERED 


IN DIRE 
WRAITHS, VAL. 


MAKE 
YOURSELF 
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TONIGHT, 
YOU WILL 
BECOME 
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THE FORCE OF ROGUE'S ATTACK QUITE |- . -.. 
NATURALLY DISTRACTS THE WRAITHS. 


VAL COOPER MAKES THE, J -.WRAITHS - 
MOST OF HER GOLDEN Af POSSESS HUMAN  THEY’RE UNABLE 
OPPORTUNITY. , VULNERABILITIES. yp TO UTILIZE THEIR 


: 3 ALIEN POWERS. 
WHEN THEY’RE Y 


IN HUMAN 
FORM... 


AH THOUGHT AH’D SEEN UGLY CRITTERS IN 
MY TIME-- BUT YOU CLOWNS'‘RE IN A 
| CLASS BY YOURSELF! gy 


THAT WRAITH 
HASN'T A 
CHANCE -- THEN 
ITLL BE MY 

TURN. 


OH, PHIL-- IF THIS WRAITH 
BECAME YOU, THEN THAT 
MEANS YOU'RE... YOU'RE--/ 


1F THIS ATTEMPT FAILS, 
TOMORROW'S WILL 
SUCCEED. EVENTUAL- 


WHATEVER 
HAPPENS, 
WRAITH-- YOU 
WON'T BE 
THERE TO 
SEE IT / 
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HAS THE WRAITH KILLED 
ROGUE ?! WHAT'S HAPPEN- 
ING |N THERE ?!2 ‘ 
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FOOL f “FORGOT-- WASN'T MONSTER’S SO 
eet WEARING COSTUME POWERFUL £ TRYIN’ 
--NO GLOVES! WHEN T’ TAKE OVER! MUST 
OUR BARE FLESH FIGHT BACK-- HOLD 
TOUCHED --AH AB- ON... T SELF S 


»+MEM'RIES... 
(IDENTITY f 


I'VE NEVER SEEN 
HIM SO SHAKEN. 
pie & AND IF THINGS 
SLAUGHTER!” 


ROGUE! 
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I'VE ESTABLISHED 
A MINDLINK, 
NIGHTCRAWLER / 
BUT HER 
THOUGHTS-- 
SO ALIEN AND... 
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WHAT A MESS ! 
THIS MUST BE & 
WHERE PHit WAS 
mm AMBUSHED 9 
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BUT IS IT 
FRIEND OR 
DRAW WHAT Z 
STRENGTH YOU 
NEED FROM ME, THE CO-ORDINATES, 
MEIN HERR PROFESSOR?! CAN 
HELP ROGUE CEREBRO PINPOINT 
IE YOU CAN £ \ ROGUE'S LOCATION ?! 
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I NEVER DREAMED RWW PHIL’S CLOTHES ON THE 
THEY COULD \ SEAT-- EVERYTHING'S COVERED 
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A_FEW MINUTES’ 

CONTACT SHOULD 

KEEP YOU ON ICE 
‘TIL MORNIN’. 


> THINGS’RE SETTLIN' DOWN-- AH'M 
MAKIN’ SENSE OUT O° VAL’S 
THOUGHTS AN’ MEM‘RIES-- THERE'S A 
DUDE NAMED FORGE... AN INVENTOR, 
HE MAKES STUFF FOR THE , 
GOVERNMENT... 


ZEN a. 
7 3 
PZ NO! 


YOU BETTER 
PRAY SHE’S 


ALL RIGHT, 


OR YOU'LL PY 
BE SEEIN’ 


ME AGAIN f «| é fA 5 
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-C BUT WITHALL AH’VE © AH GOTTA TELL 
LEARNED, AH GOT PROFESSOR XAVIER... 
mag NO CHOICE. 


711 SO FORGE HAD 
THESE CLOTHES 
DELIVERED. 
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WITH MY costume Y \ 

DESTROYED, 1 

HAVE NOTHING 2 
O WEAR... sf 
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EXCUSE ME, FORGIVE ME, NO, NOTA 
THIS WAS A MISTAKE. 1 WILL “WOMAN” 
FIND SOMETHING ELSE. y db AT ALL, BUT 
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.. SERIOUS -- 2 
1. TRYING 
! Ny \ DESPERATELY 
\ TO IMPRESS. 


ORORO? 


WHY DO _I SO CRAVE 
ky HIS APPROVAL ? 


THE COLOR-- 
IS IT NOT 
LOVELY ? AND 
I HAVE NEVER 
FELT SUCH 
WONDERFUL 
B FABRIC. I COULD 
NOT RESIST, I 


THOUGHT IT... 
I... IT IS NOT LIKE ME. 


1...DO NOT 

KNOW. YOU HOW MY BEHAVIOR 
uu» FORGE, YOU MAKE ME MUST HAVE MADE 
ARE STARING. NERVOUS. HIM LAUGH. 
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UPSET you BEFORE. 
IT’S reap YOU 


THIS IS... ‘ 
CAUGHT ME 
OFF- GUARD. 


MORE 
COMFORTABLE. 


ARE YOU SO 
ASHAMED OF WHAT 
YOU THINK AND FEEL 

THAT YOU MUST 
HIDE THOSE 

THOUGHTS AND 
EMOTIONS 7 


I LIKE MY PRIVACY. 
THERE’S SAFETY IN 
SOLITUDE, EVEN IF 
OCCASIONALLY I 
OVERDO IT. 


THEN, MY 
BEING HERE 
IS A THREAT? 

PERHAPS I 
SHOULD 
LEAVE ? 


STAY-- 
PLEASE! 


1 WOULD 


LIKE TO 


WHAT ARE YOU CURRY -- BUT ACTUALLY, TOUCHE. * DINNER’LL 
PREPARING ? | WITS NOT, IT'S HYDERA... 


BE DARING, TAKE 
IT SMELLS 


A RISK. WHO KNOWS, 


; YOU MIGHT EVEN 
es \ ENJOY YOURSELF. 
IKE... é 


POUR US SOME 
CHAMPAGNE ? 


ALREADY. 


HYDERABAD! 
BAIGAN SUBJI, 
OVER CHAWALI-- 
OH, WONDERFUL £ 
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FLATTERY, WHY DO YOU JOKE, 
M‘DEAR, WILL FORGE? I WOULD 
GET YOU NEVER MAKE SUCH 
EVERYTHING. ~ FUN OF YOU. yy 
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YOU'RE MEANT TASTE GOOD? 


TO SIP IT. YOU'RE 
OSE BLUSHING. 
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MY HEART IS 
POUNDING -- 

I FEEL FLUSHED 
AND GIDDY -- 
IT MUST BE 
THE WINE. 
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YOU ARE AN 
INDIAN? 


BUT WHAT I. \—————_/ THE PATH OF L BETTER 
WAS HAS ’ ae CHECK THE 
NOTHING TO FOOD. 
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HAVE I LIFE I LEAD. 
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THIS A 


FORBIDDEN 
SUBJECT 2 


NO-- NO, OF 
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TRUE. DID YOUR 
LIFE CHANGE AS... 
DRAMATICALLY 2 


MY PARENTS WERE KILLED BY 
BOMBS. THEY LEVELED OUR 
HOUSE. MY MOTHER AND I 
WERE BURIED IN THE RUBBLE. 

1 WATCHED HER DIE. 


THAT IS WHY I AM TERRIFIED Sawa 
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TAKE IT AWAY! MAKE IT GO Y 
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ELEMENTAL 
ABILITIES WERE 


GREATER MY 
FEELINGS, THE 
MORE EXTREME 
THE ATMOSPHERIC 
RESPONSE. 


AND BODY, SO MUCH CHANGED MY CLOTHES-- 


SELF AS A WOMAN. | \AND SELF AND BELIEFS. |\ 


SERENITY OF MIND ES} CUT MY HAIR, 


I FELT SO SMALL AND... 
INSIGNIFICANT... 
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SO AFRAID / 


THANK YOU. OF LATE -- 
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MY POWERS--~- 
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LIVING ON THE 
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REACTING.., TO EVERY- 

THING AS INTENSELY 
AS CAN BE. 
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AGO, I CAST IRONY-- THE 
AWAY THOSE 
RESTRAINTS. I 
COULD NO 
LONGER ENDURE 
MY SELF-ENFORCED 
SPIRITUAL 
CELIBACY.., 


LIKE YOU, I DENIED AS 
COMPLETELY AS 1 
COULD MY OLD WORLD 
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LIKE TO FLY, 
TRULY FLY 
AGAIN ? 


FEELING? 
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AN EAGLE, AS HIGH 
AS THE STARS -- 
I AM... HAPPY. 
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THEY HAD NEVER BEEN. 
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SWITCH PHONES TO | 
MY STUDY. is 


HE MUST BE 
TERRIBLY 
WORRIED. 


SOMEONE 
TRIED TO KILL 
VAL COOPER. 
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CATATONIC _ 


MUTIES -- ESPECIALLY THE X-MEN-- 


WE WANT STORM SHIFTED 
TO A FEDERAL FACILITY. 
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BUT HOW DO I FIND MY WAY. 
DOWN WITHOUT BREAKING 
MY NECK ?! 
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- a T 
HIS SMILE MASKS A Sq 
Cv MONSTER‘S SOUL. 


CVE & Z| by 
Mien 
NWO, Zoe 


IN THE CONFUSION, 
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OFF A PLATFORM ! 
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BLESSED GODDESS--HEAR ONE 
WHO SERVED YOU WELL AND 
LOVES YOU STILL -- HAVE MERCY-- 
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